Range, so carbonates (calcite, dolomite), sulphates (gypsum) and chlorides (halite) accumulate at the surface of the terrain. For the minerals involved, see Segnit, this Memoir. la the accompanying paper on the geology and geomorphology of the region, tectonic movements are described that have led to the sinking of the area and the preservation of paleosols by burial. On the other hand, the surface of the plain (disregarding discontinuous superficial deposits) is of Pliocene/Pleistocene lacustrine clay and sand N. of Blackburn and Leslie (1958) , Dury (1971) , Faniran (1970 ), Firman (1967 , Grubb (1971) , Jessup(1960a ,b) andTwidale (1972 . 4. Age and Nomenclature
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